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May 26, 2016 

PUBLIC FORUM:  "The Problem with Pesticides" 

June 26, 7 pm, Main Auditorium, Health Sciences Centre 

A public forum on "The Problem with Pesticides" will be held at 7pm on, Sunday, June 26th, 2016 in the Main 
Auditorium of The Health Sciences Centre, 300 Prince Phillip Drive, St. John's. The forum is organized with the 
support of the Newfoundland and Labrador Medical Association, the Canadian Association of Physicians for the 
Environment  and the Coalition for Alternatives to Pesticides, NL. 

The format for the forum will include presentations followed by a question and answer session. The presenters 

at the event include  health and environment science specialists   Dr. Warren Bell, Dr. Atanu Sakar  and Dr. Cora 

Young. 

Pesticides – insecticides, herbicides and fungicides have been used to kill all kinds of insects, plants, pathogens, 

molluscs, birds and microbes. Although the use of pesticides sometimes may be considered beneficial there are 

also drawbacks, such as toxicity to humans and other animals. These drawbacks have tended to be 

underestimated until recent years. According to the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, ten 



of the twelve most dangerous persistent organic chemicals are pesticides. The use of pesticides has been 

connected to cancer, birth defects, fetal mortality and neurological disorders. 

Pesticides have been found in pristine ecosystems far from the sources of application, including at both poles. 

Pesticides not only affect target and non-target species (including species at risk); they also contaminate human 

food supplies and sources of medical compounds. In recent years, pesticides have contributed to a 40% 

decrease in both domestic and wild bee populations; this impacts human food production, as one third of food 

supplies depend on pollination by bees. 

Questions to be addressed at the forum include:  

 What is the situation regarding pesticides in Newfoundland and Labrador?   Why are only five pesticides 

banned for cosmetic use in Newfoundland and Labrador compared with 115 in Ontario? 

 Why is this province the only one in Canada where bees are not affected by Colony Collapse Disorder 

and what is necessary to maintain that status? 

 What links have been established between pesticide use and health or environmental problems in the 

province? 

 What alternatives are there to pesticide use with less negative impact on human and environmental 

health?  

 Are new federal, provincial and municipal government policies needed to establish a better balance 

between the use of pesticides and their negative impacts on populations and the environment? 

 
 

Pesticides are designed to kill “pests”. — Herbs Insects and fungi — but they affect ALL living organisms; they are 

Biocides ! 

Science has showed the link between pesticides and childhood developmental disorders, such as ADHD and 

other developmental disorders; of which there has been an explosion in the last 20-30 years, throughout the 

world, and including Newfoundland. The Janeway Hospital is overextended. Science has also shown the link with 

congenital heart disease and neurological defects, such as Parkinson’s disease, which has a peculiarly high 

incidence in Newfoundland. This Public Forum is designed to explore these scientific links, and encourage people 

to think and examine the facts. 

An Annual General Meeting of CAP-NL will follow the public forum for anyone who is interested. 
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Dr. Warren Bell, long interested in a broad perspective on health, healing and disease, 

has embraced the transpersonal aspects of human experience throughout his four 

decades of clinical work. From attending childbirth through to palliative care and on to 

ecologically-based medicine, he has been oriented to this fundamental dynamic, as well 

as to a critical analysis of how we address health and disease. Dr. Bell is a family 

physician and Past Founding President, Canadian Association of Physicians for the 

Environment. He has served in the past as President of the Medical Staff at the Shuswap 

Lake General Hospital in Salmon Arm, BC., President of Physicians for Global Survival, and President of the 

Association of Complementary and Integrative Physicians of BC. He has written extensively for the on-line 

National Observer on a wide variety of subjects of public interest.  



 Atanu Sarkar is a public health physician teaching at the Division of Community Health 

and Humanities in the Faculty of Medicine at Memorial University. He is training in 

medicine in India and did his all major public health degrees from India. Dr. Sarkar 

worked with the United Nations for several years in India and also worked in Africa. He 

studied Environment at Queen's University before coming to Memorial University. He has 

been involved in water-related research for nearly two decades. At Memorial, he has 

been involved several research projects on water in NL. 

 

Dr. Cora Young is an environmental chemist and an Assistant Professor in the 

Department of Chemistry of Memorial University. She completed her doctorate at the 

University of Toronto and did postdoctoral studies at the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration/University of Colorado. Dr. Young has expertise in the fate 

and transport of persistent organic pollutants. She and her group have developed new 

analytical methods for detection of these compounds in the environment, including in 

the atmosphere, in water, and in biota. 


